
Liturgy News 
from the Cathedral Parish of Ss Michael & John, Bathurst 

Advent 

- the twofold coming of Christ 
Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of 

preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas, in which 

the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is re-

membered, and likewise a time when, by remem-

brance of this, minds and hearts are led to look for-

ward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of 

time.  For these two reasons, Advent is a period of 

devout and expectant delight.” (UNLYGRC #39, 1969) 

 

Violet is the colour of the Advent season.  A lighter 

shade could be chosen for vestments to distinguish 

the hopeful spirit of Advent from the penitential char-

acter of Lent.  Rose is an approved colour for the third 

Sunday.  

 

The liturgical setting should be one of simplicity and 

restraint to reinforce the season’s spirit of prayerful 

vigilance (GIRM #305).   

 

 

Advent Wreath 
 
The Advent Wreath will be a symbol of the 
season in our churches this Advent. 
 

 
The wreath is shaped into a 
circle of evergreen branches 
that house four candles, one 
for each week of the season, 
three being violet and one 
rose.   
 

This year the candle for each Sunday will be al-
ready in the Wreath and lit before Mass starts. 
 

Entrance Antiphons 
 
The entrance antiphon is one of three anti-
phons in the Mass. They are short chants 
sung or said and the texts mostly come from 
the Psalms. The entrance antiphon relates to 
the liturgical season and most times are re-
flective of the scripture readings of the day. 
 
The musicians will lead the singing or saying 
of the entrance antiphon except for the 8am 
Mass when the commentator will lead the 
saying of the antiphon. 
 
 

Weekday Rosters 
 
The current roster for lectors & communion 
ministers runs out at the end of the year. If 
you would like to join the roster, please con-
tact David Nelson, 0429 326373 
 
Mass is celebrated at the Assumption Church 
at 12.30pm on Tuesday and Thursday and at 
the Cathedral at 5.45pm Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday. 

The Gospel of St Matthew 
 

Advent is the beginning of the Church’s 

Liturgical Year A and so we start to read 

from the Gospel of St Matthew. 

 

St Matthew comes first in the Bible but 

was not written first.   Matthew introduc-

es Jesus to us as a humble teacher who 

incarnates the fullness of everything that 

was proclaimed in the Old Testament. In 

fact, Jesus exceeds all that was prophe-

sized about him. 

 

St Matthew is symbolised by a winged 

man from the Book of Revelations. Have a 

look at St Matthew’s symbol on the Ambo 

in the Cathedral! 


